VILLAGE OF BRIDGEWATER
LOCAL LAW NO. 1 OF THE YEAR 2001
REGULATING USE OF SNOWMOBILES, ALL TERRAIN VEHICLES, AND
OFF-HIGHWAY MOTORCYCLES IN THE VILLAGE OF BRIDGEWATER
SECTION 1. LEGISLATIVE INTENT
The purpose of this local law is to protect the public health, welfare and safety by regulating the operation of snowmobiles, all terrain vehicles, and off-highway motorcycles on Village of Bridgewater streets in a manner which will be compatible with the use of such streets for vehicular and pedestrian travel and other uses, and which will promote the safe and proper use of the snowmobiles and all terrain vehicles and minimize detrimental effects of such use on the environment.  It is further intended herein that the use of snowmobiles and all terrain vehicles as herein allowed shall be for the purpose of gaining access to a permissible area to another, and not for "pleasure operating".
SECTION 2. DEFINITIONS
The terms, words and phrases used in this local law shall have the same meaning as such terms, words and phrases as defined in the New York State Parks, Recreation, and Historic Preservation Law and the New York State Vehicle and Traffic Law.
Whenever the word, "Village" is used herein it shall mean the Village of Bridgewater.
SNOWMOBILE:~Shall mean any self-propelled vehicle designed for travel on snow or ice, steered by skis or runners and supported in whole or in part by one or more skis, belts or cleats.
ALL TERRAIN VEHICLE OR ATV - Shall mean any self-propelled vehicle which is manufactured for sale for operation primarily on off-highway trails or off-highway competitions and only incidentally operated on public highways providing that such vehicle does not exceed sixty inches in width, or eight hundred pounds dry weight.
OFF-HIGHWAY MOTORCYCLE - Shall mean any motorcycle which is not equipped in conformity with the provisions of Section 381 of the Vehicle and Traffic Law, and would not, if properly equipped, qualify as a limited use motorcycle, and which is manufactured and sold for operation primarily on off highway trails on in off-highway competitions and only incidentally operated on public highways.
SHOULDER - Shall mean that portion of highway immediately adjacent to the right side of a roadway which is customarily used for emergency travel and parking.
ACCOMPANY - Shall mean to be within a reasonable distance of the person accompanied.
SECTION 3. OPERATION ON VILLAGE STREETS AND PUBLIC LANDS
It shall be unlawful to drive or operate any snowmobile or all terrain vehicle on, over, or across any public way or public lands, highways, roads, streets, avenues, alleys, public places, public driveways, parks, waters or other property of, or owned by the Village. It is hereby determined that outside banks and shoulders of all Village streets and highways are non-existent, or by reason or normally prevailing snow conditions and conditions of terrain and impassable.
Operation of snowmobiles on Village streets shall be subject to the applicable provisions of Article 25 of the New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation Law, the rules and regulations of the Office of Parks and Recreation.
A.
Emergencies: When authorized or directed by the Mayor or by emergency
personnel a snowmobile may be operated on any portion of the public highways
for the purpose of a special emergency as authorized by Subdivision 2 of Article
25.05 of the Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation Law.
B.
Sidewalks: The use and operation of snowmobiles and all terrain vehicles on
Public sidewalks is strictly prohibited.
SECTION 4. PARKS AND OTHER PUBLIC LANDS. OTHER THAN HIGHWAYS
The use and operation of snowmobiles and all terrain vehicles is prohibited in parks or on any public lands in the Village of Bridge water.
SECTIONS. FINANCIAL SECURITY
It shall be unlawful for any person to operate a snowmobile or all terrain vehicle in the Village unless the owner or operator of such vehicle is insured against public liability and carries with him proof of financial responsibility in the manner prescribed by the Office of Parks and Recreation and of the minimum amount as provided in the Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation Law of the State of New York.
Such proof shall be displayed by the owner or operator of any vehicle upon request to any law enforcement officer or to any person who has suffered either personal injury or damage to property as a result of the operation of such vehicle by any such owner or operator.
SECTION 6. OFFENSES; PHNAi, .SS
A.
Unless otherwise specifically provided, any person who violates any provision of
this local law or of any rule, regulation or order adopted pursuant thereto, shall be
guilty of a:
1. Traffic infraction, if such provision, law, rule, regulation or order is one which regulates traffic as specified in Section 155 of the Vehicle and Traffic Law, but does not relate to snowmobiles.
2. Violation for any other offense.
B.
A traffic infraction shall be punishable as provided in paragraph (b) of Section
1800 of the Vehicle and Traffic Law in the same manner as if the offense were a
violation of the Vehicle and Traffic Law.   A violation shall be punishable as
provided in the Penal Law, except that the maximum fine may not exceed one
hundred dollars ($100.00).
SECTION 7. SEVERABILITY
Should any portion whatsoever of this local law be held invalid or unenforceable for any reason by any court of competent jurisdiction, such portion shall be deemed severable, but only to the extent of such holding, and such holding shall not be affect the remaining portions thereof.
SECTION 8. EFFECTIVE DATE - This local law shall take effect immediately upon filing with the Department of State. Upon effect of Local Law No. 1 of 2001, Local Law 1 of 1986 is hereby repealed.
